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VINAYAK DAMODAR
SAVARKAR

Born: 28 May 1883, Bhagur
Died: 26 February 1966, Mumbai

Children: Vishwas Savarkar, Prabhat
\
ChiglunkarI Prabhakar Savarkar

Influenced by: Dayananda Saraswati, Giusepge
Mazzinil Herbert Sgencer, Johann Kaspar Bluntschli
Spouse: Yamunabai Savarkar

Party: Hindu Mahasabha
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INTRODUCTION:

Vinayak Damodar Savarkarwas an Indian politician, activist,

and writer. Savarkar developed the Hindu nationalist political ideology

of Hindutva while imprisoned at Ratnagiri in 1922.He was a leading figure

in the Hindu Mahasabha. He started using the honorific Veer ("brave")

since he wrote his autobiography. Savarkar joined the Hindu Mahasabha

and popularized the term Hindutva (Hinduness),to create a collective

"Hindu" identity as an essence of Bharat (India). Savarkar was an atheist.

Savarkar began his political activities as a high school student and

continued to do so atFergusson College in Pune. He and his brother

founded a secret society called Abhinav Bharat Society. When he went to

the United Kingdom for his law studies, he involved himself with

organizations such as India House and the Free India Society. He also

published books advocating complete Indian independence by

revolutionary means. One of the books he published called The

Independence Indian War of about the Indian Rebellion of 1857 was

banned by the British colonial authorities.

In 1910, Savarkar was arrested and ordered to be extradited to India for his
connections with the revolutionary group India House. On the voyage back

to India, Savarkar staged an attempt to escape jumping from steamship SS

Morea and seek asylum in France while the ship was docked in the port

of Marseilles. The French port officials however handed him back to the

British government. On return to India, Savarkar was sentenced to life

terms of imprisonment totaling fifty years and was moved to the Cellular

Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. He was released in 1924 by the
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